
Notre Dame Law School
Statement on Expressive Liberty and Intellectual Freedom

Notre Dame Law School is founded upon a deep and abiding commitment to expressive 
liberty, intellectual freedom, and robust debate as essential to critical thinking and the 
pursuit of knowledge. The University of Notre Dame’s policy on academic freedom, 
which the Law School incorporates by reference, is available here.

Consistent with the mission of the University and the Law School, which respectively 
can be found here and here, the Law School “[p]rotect[s] the rights of faculty, students, 
and staff to communicate ideas that may be controversial or unpopular” and 
“[p]roscribe[s] disruptive conduct that hinders free expression by preventing or 
substantially interfering with the carrying out of law school functions or approved 
activities.” See American Bar Association Standard 208. This policy applies to 
“conducting research, publishing scholarship, engaging in law school governance, 
participating in law related public service activities, curating library collections and 
providing information services, and exercising teaching responsibilities, including those 
related to client representation in clinical programs.” See American Bar Association 
Standard 208.

To promote the protection of expressive liberty and intellectual freedom, each academic 
year the Dean shall appoint an Intellectual Freedom Committee consisting of five 
members drawn from the Law School’s tenured faculty, one of whom shall be 
designated by the Dean as Chair.

Any assertion of a violation of the Law School’s policy on expressive liberty and 
intellectual freedom shall be reported to the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. If the 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs determines that there is a credible allegation of a 
violation of the policy, he or she will refer the matter to the Law School’s Intellectual 
Freedom Committee for hearing, with notice and an opportunity to participate afforded 
to all implicated parties. In the event that an alleged violation directly involves a member 
of the Intellectual Freedom Committee, that member shall recuse himself or herself from 
all Committee proceedings related to that alleged violation. 

If the Intellectual Freedom Committee concludes that a violation has occurred, it shall 
recommend an appropriate sanction. Both the Committee’s conclusion that a violation 
has occurred and its recommended sanction shall be appealable to the Dean, whose 
decision shall be final on both counts.

https://president.nd.edu/homilies-writings-and-addresses/statement-on-freedom-of-expression/
https://www.nd.edu/about/mission/
https://law.nd.edu/about/mission-history/

