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Academic Experience 

University of Notre Dame Law School, Notre Dame, Ind. 
Professor of Law, Fall 2023–present 
Visiting Professor of Law, Spring 2020 

University of Iowa College of Law, Iowa City, Ia. 
Ben V. Willie Professor in Excellence, Summer 2022–Summer 2023 
Professor of Law, Fall 2020–Summer 2023 
Bouma Fellow in Law, Summer 2021–Summer 2022 
Visiting Associate Professor of Law, Fall 2017 

Pepperdine University, Rick J. Caruso School of Law, Malibu, Calif. 
Professor of Law, Fall 2019–Summer 2020 
Associate Professor of Law (with tenure), Fall 2017–Summer 2019 
Associate Professor of Law, Fall 2011–Summer 2017 

Penn State Law, University Park, Pa. 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Shughart Scholar, Summer 2010–Summer 2011 

 

Professional Experience 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Chicago, Ill. 
Associate, litigation practice group, Fall 2008–Spring 2010 
Summer Associate, Summer 2006 

Hon. Raymond W. Gruender, United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, St. Louis, Mo. 
Judicial Clerk, Fall 2007–Fall 2008 

 

Restatement 

Co-Reporter (with Lisa Marshall Manheim), RESTATEMENT OF THE LAW, ELECTION LITIGATION 

(American Law Institute, project begun 2023) 

 

Casebook 

ARTHUR D. HELLMAN, DAVID R. STRAS, RYAN W. SCOTT, F. ANDREW HESSICK, & DEREK T. MULLER, 
FEDERAL COURTS: CASES AND MATERIALS ON JUDICIAL FEDERALISM AND THE LAWYERING PROCESS 
(Carolina Academic Press, 5th ed. 2022)  

 

Principal Publications 

The Vindication of Bush v. Gore, FLA. ST. U. L. REV. (forthcoming) (symposium) 

Private Rights of Action for Election Litigation in the Federal Courts, U. ARK. LITTLE ROCK L. REV. 
(forthcoming) (symposium) 
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Administering Presidential Elections and Counting Electoral Votes After Trump v. Anderson, 60 WAKE 

FOREST L. REV. 327 (2025) [SSRN] 

Ideological Leanings in Likely Pro Bono Biglaw Amicus Briefs in the United States Supreme Court, 2024 
HARV. J.L. & PUB. POL’Y PER CURIAM 1 [link] 

Election Subversion and the Writ of Mandamus, 65 WILLIAM & MARY L. REV. 327 (2023) [SSRN] 

The President of the Senate, the Original Public Meaning of the Twelfth Amendment, and the Electoral Count 
Reform Act, 73 CASE WESTERN RES. L. REV. 1023 (2023) [SSRN] 

The Secret Sauce: Examining Law Schools That Overperform on the Bar Exam, 75 FLA. L. REV. 65 (2023) 
(with Christopher J. Ryan) [SSRN] 

Faith in Elections, 36 NOTRE DAME J. L. ETHICS & PUB. POL’Y 641 (2022) (symposium) [SSRN] 

Twenty-Third Amendment Problems Confronting District of Columbia Statehood, 2021 HARV. J.L. & PUB. 
POL’Y PER CURIAM 11 [link] 

Reducing Election Litigation, 90 FORDHAM L. REV. 561 (2021) (symposium) [SSRN] 

Brnovich v. DNC: Election Litigation Migrates from Federal Courts to the Political Process, 2020–2021 
CATO SUP. CT. REV. 217 [SSRN] 

Electoral Votes Regularly Given, 55 GA. L. REV. 1529 (2021) (symposium) [SSRN] 

Weaponizing the Ballot, 48 FLA. ST. U. L. REV. 61 (2021) [SSRN] 

The Electoral College and the Federal Popular Vote, 15 HARV. L. & POL’Y REV. 129 (2020) (symposium) 
[SSRN] 

Chameleon Congressional Districts, 64 ST. LOUIS U. L.J. 673 (2020) (symposium) [SSRN] 

Nonjudicial Solutions to Partisan Gerrymandering, 62 HOWARD U. L.J. 791 (2019) (symposium) [SSRN] 

The High Cost of Lowering the Bar, 32 GEO. J. L. ETHICS 307 (2019) (with Robert Anderson IV) [SSRN] 

The Democracy Ratchet, 94 IND. L.J. 451 (2019) [SSRN]  

Legal Quandaries in the Alabama Senate Election of 2017, 69 ALA. L. REV. 983 (2018) [SSRN] 

What’s Old Is New Again: The Nineteenth Century Voter Registration Debates and Lessons About Voter 
Identification Disputes, 56 WASHBURN L.J. 109 (2017) (symposium) [SSRN] 

“Natural Born” Disputes in the 2016 Presidential Election, 85 FORDHAM L. REV. 1097 (2016) (symposium) 
[SSRN] 

Ballot Speech, 58 ARIZ. L. REV. 693 (2016) [SSRN] 

Legislative Delegations and the Elections Clause, 43 FLA. ST. U. L. REV. 717 (2016) (symposium) [SSRN] 

Perpetuating “One Person, One Vote” Errors, 39 HARV. J.L. & PUB. POL’Y 371 (2016) (solicited) [SSRN] 

Scrutinizing Federal Electoral Qualifications, 90 IND. L.J. 559 (2015) [SSRN] 
Winner: Pepperdine University School of Law Dean’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship, 2016 

The Play in the Joints of the Election Clauses, 13 ELECTION L.J. 310 (2014) (peer reviewed) (solicited) [SSRN] 

Judicial Review of Congressional Power Before and After Shelby County v. Holder, 8 CHARLESTON L. REV. 
287 (2013) (solicited) [SSRN] 

Invisible Federalism and the Electoral College, 44 ARIZ. ST. L.J. 1237 (2012) [SSRN] 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4916797
https://journals.law.harvard.edu/jlpp/ideological-leanings-in-likely-pro-bono-biglaw-amicus-briefs-in-the-united-states-supreme-court-derek-t-muller/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4380829
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4734176
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4021458
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4331874
https://www.harvard-jlpp.com/twenty-third-amendment-problems-confronting-district-of-columbia-statehood-derek-t-muller/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3855591
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3928146
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3875509
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3450649
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3528268
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3606373
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3359739
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2977359
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3201247
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3100145
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3107326
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=464341
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2779713
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2650432
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2697719
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2418517
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2426712
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2418084
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2049630
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More Thoughts on the Compact Clause and the National Popular Vote: A Response to Professor Hendricks, 7 
ELECTION L.J. 227 (2008) (peer reviewed) (solicited) [SSRN] 

The Compact Clause and the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact, 6 ELECTION L.J. 372 (2007) (peer 
reviewed) [SSRN] 

 

Book Chapters 

“Elector Qualifications Clause,” “Qualifications for Representatives Clause,” “The Elections Clause,” “Judge 
of Elections Clause,” “Presidential Electors Clause,” “Twenty-Third Amendment,” and “Twenty-Fourth 
Amendment,” THE HERITAGE GUIDE TO THE CONSTITUTION (3d ed. 2025) 

“Ballot Access,” in THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN ELECTION LAW (Eugene D. Mazo ed., Oxford 
University Press) (2024) [SSRN] 

“Simplifying Presidential Primaries,” in THE BEST CANDIDATE: PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION IN 

POLARIZED TIMES (Eugene D. Mazo & Michael R. Dimino eds., Cambridge University Press 2020) 
[SSRN] 

 

Essays, Responses, & Notes 

America’s Recount Addiction, N.Y.U. Law Democracy Project, Nov. 4, 2025 [link] 

Some skepticism about (and some promise for) a constitutional right to vote, Balkinization, Mar. 12, 2024 
(reviewing RICHARD L. HASEN, A REAL RIGHT TO VOTE) [link] 

Law School Rankings and Federal Policies Regarding Disclosure About Affordability, YALE L. & POL’Y REV. 
INTER ALIA (Nov. 29, 2023) [link] 

A Bully Pulpit Approach to Elections in the Early Biden Administration, 2021 U. ILL. L. REV. ONLINE: Biden 
100 Days 166 (Apr. 30, 2021) (solicited) [link] 

Governing Elections Without Law, 100 B.U. L. REV. ONLINE 278 (2020) (solicited) [link] 

Restraining Judicial Application of the “Safe Harbor” Provision in the Electoral Count Act, 81 OHIO ST. L.J. 
ONLINE 221 (2020) (solicited) [SSRN] 

Celebrating the Work of Professor Bob Cochran: An Introduction, 47 PEPP. L. REV. iii (2020) (symposium) 
[SSRN] 

Cyber Interference in Elections and Federal Agency Action, HARV. L. REV. BLOG (Oct. 29, 2018) (solicited) 
[link] 

Three Divergent Election-Law Decisions in the Early Trump Administration, 2017 U. ILL. L. REV. ONLINE: 
Trump 100 Days (Apr. 29, 2017) (solicited) [link] 

Complexity Confronting State Judges and the Right to Vote, 77 OHIO ST. L.J. FURTHERMORE 65 (2016) 
(solicited) [SSRN] 

Evenwel v. Abbott: A New Attempt to Define “One Person, One Vote,” GEO. WASH. L. REV. DOCKET (Apr. 
5, 2016) [link] 

“Compact Clause,” 1 AMERICAN GOVERNANCE 355 (S. Schechter et al. eds., Macmillan 2016) 

Disfavored Candidates and the Democracy Canon, 65 FLA. L. REV. FORUM 53 (2013) (solicited) [SSRN] 

  

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2033853
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=979537
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4432156
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3858766
https://democracyproject.org/posts/america-s-recount-addiction
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2024/03/some-skepticism-about-and-some-promise.html
https://yalelawandpolicy.org/sites/default/files/IA/muller_law_school_rankings_and_federal_policies_ylpr_2023.pdf
https://www.illinoislawreview.org/symposium/first-100-days-biden/a-bully-pulpit-approach-to-elections-in-the-early-biden-administration/
http://www.bu.edu/bulawreview/2020/10/05/governing-elections-without-law/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3620140
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3579021
https://blog.harvardlawreview.org/cyber-interference-in-elections-and-federal-agency-action/
https://illinoislawreview.org/symposium/first-100-days/three-divergent-election-law-decisions-in-the-early-trump-administration/
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2771232
http://www.gwlr.org/evenwel-v-abbott-a-new-attempt-to-define-one-person-one-vote
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2289456
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Note, “As Much Upon Tradition as Upon Principle”: A Critique of the Privilege of Necessity Destruction Under 
the Fifth Amendment, 82 NOTRE DAME L. REV. 481 (2006) [SSRN] 

 

Testimony 

U.S. Senate Committee on Rules and Administration, “The Electoral Count Act: The Need for Reform,” 
Aug. 3, 2022 [link] 

U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs, “Examining D.C. Statehood,” June 
22, 2021 [link] 

 

Amicus Briefs 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Federal Courts Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Defendant-Appellant, 
O’Connell v. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, D.C. Cir., 23-7173 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Federal Courts Scholars in Support of Movants, Alabama v. California, S. Ct., 22-
o-158 [link] 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Neither Party, Trump v. Anderson, S. Ct., 
23-719 [link] 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Neither Party, Anderson v. Griswold, Colo. 
S. Ct., 2023SA300, cited, 543 P.3d 283, 366 n.3 (Colo. 2023) (Berkenkotter, J., dissenting) 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Neither Party, Growe v. Simon, Minn. S. 
Ct., A23-1354 [link] 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Appellant, Garrick v. Moody Bible Institute, 
7th Cir., 21-2683, cited, 95 F.4th 1104, 1123 n.6 (7th Cir. 2024) (Brennan, J., dissenting) 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Petitioners, Mazo v. Way, S. Ct., 22-1033 
[link] 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Petitioners, Synod of Bishops of the Russian 
Orthodox Church v. Belya, S. Ct., 22-824 [link] 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of No Party, Planned Parenthood v. Reynolds, 
Iowa S. Ct., 22-2036 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Respondents, Moore v. Harper, S. Ct., 21-
1271 [link] 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Applicant, Graham v. Fulton County Special 
Purpose Grand Jury, S. Ct., 22A337 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of Appellant, Fulton County Special Purpose 
Grand Jury v. Graham, 11th Cir., 22-12696 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of No Party, Greene v. Raffensperger, 11th Cir., 
22-11299 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller in Support of No Party, Cawthorn v. Amalfi, 4th Cir., 
22-1251 

  

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2032259
https://www.rules.senate.gov/hearings/the-electoral-count-act-the-need-for-reform
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/examining-dc-statehood
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/22/22O158/319623/20240723114558561_No.%20158%20Original_%20Amicus%20Brief.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-719/298021/20240118122740839_23-719%20Amicus%20Brief.pdf
https://mncourts.gov/mncourtsgov/media/High-Profile-Cases/A23-1354/Brief-Amicus_1.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/22/22-1033/267778/20230525183325365_22-1033%20Amicus%20Brief%20Muller.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/22/22-824/262474/20230331131724825_Muller%20Belya%20Amicus%20Brief%20to%20E-File.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1271/244002/20221026132512289_21-1271_Amicus%20Brief.pdf
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Amicus Curiae Brief of Professor Derek T. Muller and Professor Michael R. Dimino in Support of 
Appellant/Petitioner, Mazo v. New Jersey Secretary of State, 3d Cir., 21-2630 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Derek T. Muller in Support of Neither Party, Chiafalo v. Washington and Colorado 
Department of State, S. Ct., 19-465 & 19-518 [link] 

Amicus Curiae Brief of Derek T. Muller in Support of Neither Party, Baca v. Colorado Department of State, 
10th Cir., 18-1173 [link] 

 

Grant 

2019, AccessLex: Co-Principal Investigator (with C.J. Ryan), The Secret Sauce: Evaluating Overperforming 
(and Underperforming) Law Schools on the Bar Exam 

 

Commentary 

No, local election officials can’t block certification of results – there are plenty of legal safeguards, THE 

CONVERSATION, Sept. 4, 2024 [link] 

America needs a bigger House, DETROIT NEWS, June 25, 2024 (with Andrew Fink) [link] 

2020’s ‘fake elector’ schemes will be harder to try in 2024 – but not impossible, THE CONVERSATION, June 10, 
2024 [link] 

Supreme Court skeptical that Colorado − or any state − should decide for whole nation whether Trump is eligible 
for presidency, THE CONVERSATION, Feb. 8, 2024 [link] 

US Supreme Court decision on Trump-Colorado ballot case ‘monumental’ for democracy itself, not just 2024 
presidential election, THE CONVERSATION, Jan. 6, 2024 [link] 

Electoral Count Reform Act takes a 19th-century law into the 21st century, PORTLAND PRESS-HERALD, Dec. 
28, 2022 [link] 

Congress passes legislation that will close off presidential election mischief and help avoid another Jan. 6, THE 

CONVERSATION, Dec. 12, 2022 [link] 

The Electoral Count Act of 1887 is showing its age – here’s how to help Congress certify a presidential election 
with more certainty, THE CONVERSATION, Jan. 20, 2022 [link] 

Who can throw Madison Cawthorn out?, WALL ST. J., Feb. 14, 2022 [link] 

Judicial selection in Iowa, CARROLL (IOWA) TIMES HERALD, Nov. 19, 2021 [link] 

Claims of voter suppression in newly enacted state laws don’t all hold up under close review, THE CONVERSATION, 
Aug. 10, 2021 [link] 

Supreme Court Raised the Bar for Challenge to GA Election Law, REALCLEARPOLITICS, July 23, 2021 [link] 

DC Statehood Could Give a Few People 3 Electoral Votes, REALCLEARPOLICY, May 6, 2021 [link] 

The Diamonds Hidden in H.R. 1’s Massive Mine, REALCLEARPOLITICS, Mar. 31, 2021 [link] 

Democrats Have Been Shameless About Your Presidential Vote Too, N.Y. TIMES, Jan. 6, 2021 [link] 

Teacher, mentor, colleague: Judge Barrett will be an outstanding justice, THE GAZETTE (Cedar Rapids, Ia.), 
Oct. 6, 2020 [link] 

Trump Can’t Postpone the Election, WALL ST. J., A13, Apr. 30, 2020 [link] 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/19/19-518/137980/20200312151033489_Prof.%20Derek%20T.%20Muller%20brief.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/383070493/Amicus-Curiae-Brief-of-Derek-T-Muller-In-Support-of-Neither-Party-Baca-v-Colorado-Department-of-State-10th-Circuit-18-1173
https://theconversation.com/no-local-election-officials-cant-block-certification-of-results-there-are-plenty-of-legal-safeguards-237823
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/2024/06/25/fink-muller-america-needs-a-bigger-house/74201905007/
https://theconversation.com/2020s-fake-elector-schemes-will-be-harder-to-try-in-2024-but-not-impossible-229094
https://theconversation.com/supreme-court-skeptical-that-colorado-or-any-state-should-decide-for-whole-nation-whether-trump-is-eligible-for-presidency-223063
https://theconversation.com/us-supreme-court-decision-on-trump-colorado-ballot-case-monumental-for-democracy-itself-not-just-2024-presidential-election-220643
https://www.pressherald.com/2022/12/28/commentary-electoral-count-reform-act-takes-a-19th-century-law-into-the-21st-century/
https://theconversation.com/congress-passes-legislation-that-will-close-off-presidential-election-mischief-and-help-avoid-another-jan-6-196204
https://theconversation.com/the-electoral-count-act-of-1887-is-showing-its-age-heres-how-to-help-congress-certify-a-presidential-election-with-more-certainty-175222
https://www.wsj.com/articles/who-can-throw-madison-cawthorne-out-unconstitutional-congress-election-results-14th-amendment-qualifications-lawsuit-11644783632?mod=opinion_lead_pos7
https://www.carrollspaper.com/opinion/judicial-selection-in-iowa/article_440654b6-4955-11ec-8928-c39a63e3c043.html
https://theconversation.com/claims-of-voter-suppression-in-newly-enacted-state-laws-dont-all-hold-up-under-closer-review-165414
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2021/07/23/supreme_court_raised_the_bar_for_challenge_to_ga_election_law_146128.html
https://www.realclearpolicy.com/2021/05/06/dc_statehood_could_give_a_few_people_3_electoral_votes_775921.html?mc_cid=9689ae3b11&mc_eid=f66cfc8eb9
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2021/03/31/the_diamonds_hidden_in_hr_1s_massive_mine.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/06/opinion/democrat-republican-electoral-votes.html
https://www.thegazette.com/subject/opinion/guest-columnist/derek-t-muller-university-of-iowa-college-of-law-amy-coney-barrett-trump-scotus-20201006
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-cant-postpone-the-election-11588175516
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California’s election rules make it hard to hold politicians accountable, L.A. TIMES, Jan. 10, 2020 [link] 

No Country for Old Presidents, WALL ST. J., A11, Nov. 13, 2019 [link] 

Judicial vacancies threaten the rule of law, ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER, Jan. 4, 2018 [link] 

How Not to Get Trump’s Tax Returns, N.Y. TIMES, A23, Apr. 3, 2017 [link] 

Faithless Electors: Now It’s Up To Congress, WALL ST. J., A11, Dec. 20, 2016 [link] 

An outstanding choice for U.S. Supreme Court vacancy, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH, Dec. 13, 2016 [link] 

Libertarians and Greens Can Win—Even If They Lose, WALL ST. J., A11, Oct. 14, 2016 [link]  

What would happen in the Electoral College if Trump dropped out?, NATIONAL REVIEW, Oct. 11, 2016 [link] 

Don’t force electors to vote for Trump or Hillary, DETROIT NEWS, June 16, 2016 [link] 

Awarding presidential delegates by congressional districts is unfair, SACRAMENTO BEE, June 6, 2016 [link] 

GOP nomination process 101: Candidates’ remedial edition, REUTERS, Apr. 14, 2016 [link] 

If no one else can stop Trump, the Electoral College still can. It’s in the Constitution, WASH. POSTEVERYTHING, 
Mar. 17, 2016 [link] 

Natural-born mess: What would it take to kick Ted Cruz off the ballot?, REUTERS, Jan. 15, 2016 [link] 

Courts should stay out of Cruz eligibility fight, THE HILL, Jan. 15, 2016 [link] 

The Donald on ‘SNL’: Equal Time Isn’t Needed, WALL ST. J., A15, Nov. 5, 2015 (with Babette Boliek) [link] 

Mary Landrieu’s residency isn’t up to courts, it’s up to Congress, NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE, Sept. 3, 2014 
[link] 

Fix Michigan election law, DETROIT NEWS, May 19, 2014 [link] 

 

Shorter Works and Appearances 

Founder & Blogger, EXCESS OF DEMOCRACY, Mar. 2013–present [link] 
Blog dedicated to covering election law, federal courts, legal education, & the legal profession 
Over 1.2 million visitors since launch 
Named to the ABA ANNUAL BLAWG 100 in 2014, 2015, 2016, & 2017 

Founder & Substack Author, LAW SCHOOL DOCKET, Mar. 2025–present [link] 
Substack dedicated to legal education and the legal profession 
Cross-posting EXCESS OF DEMOCRACY content and providing new regular content 

Contributor, ELECTION LAW BLOG, July 2021–present [link] 
Over 500 posts on law and democracy issues, including topics on federal courts jurisdiction 

Symposium: Brnovich, election-law tradeoffs, and the limited role of the courts, SCOTUSBLOG, July 6, 2021 
[link] 

Texas v. Pennsylvania Would Have Upended the Electoral College, Law & Liberty, Liberty Fund, Dec. 21, 
2020 [link] 

Symposium: #LookingBack: Whither Republican Party of Pennsylvania v. Boockvar?, ELECTION LAW BLOG, 
Nov. 8, 2020 [link] 

Symposium: #2DaysOut: A Ballot Dispute in the Making?, ELECTION LAW BLOG, Nov. 1, 2020 [link] 

https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-01-10/california-march-primary-top-two-primary
https://www.wsj.com/articles/no-country-for-old-presidents-11573687499
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/01/04/judicial-vacancies-threaten-the-rule-of-law/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/03/opinion/dont-use-the-ballot-to-get-trumps-tax-returns.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/faithless-electors-now-its-up-to-congress-1482276847
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/an-outstanding-choice-for-u-s-supreme-court-vacancy/article_d7b2f9ed-ac91-5747-b169-0c14ba06484b.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/libertarians-and-greens-can-wineven-if-they-lose-1476400747
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/440960/replace-donald-trump-electoral-college-ballots
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/2016/06/16/force-electors-vote-trump-hillary/86011084/
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/soapbox/article81725617.html
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2016/04/13/gop-nomination-process-101-candidates-remedial-edition/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/03/17/if-no-one-else-stops-trump-the-electoral-college-still-can-its-in-the-constitution/
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2016/01/15/natural-born-mess-what-would-it-take-to-kick-ted-cruz-off-the-ballot/
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/presidential-campaign/265948-courts-should-stay-out-of-cruz-eligibility-fight
http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-donald-on-snl-equal-time-isnt-needed-1446682481
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2014/09/mary_landrieus_residency_isnt.html
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140519/OPINION01/305190005/0/OPINION01/Fix-Michigan-election-law
http://excessofdemocracy.com/
https://derektmuller.substack.com/
https://electionlawblog.org/?author=26
https://www.scotusblog.com/2021/07/brnovich-election-law-tradeoffs-and-the-limited-role-of-the-courts/
https://lawliberty.org/what-has-texas-to-do-with-pennsylvania/
https://electionlawblog.org/?p=118326
https://electionlawblog.org/?p=117935
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Symposium: Leave courts out of presidential elector dispute, SCOTUSBLOG, Apr. 27, 2020 [link] 

Politics as Usual, PUBLIC DISCOURSE, July 7, 2019 [link] 

Symposium: Why not continue the political struggle in partisan-gerrymandering cases?, SCOTUSBLOG, Feb. 5, 
2019 [link] 

Diverging Supreme Court Trends May Leave Some Conservatives Out In the Cold, Law & Liberty, Liberty 
Fund, Dec. 20, 2018 [link] 

A Future Justice Kavanaugh and Executive Privilege, Law & Liberty, Liberty Fund, July 3, 2018 [link] 

Symposium on Gill v. Whitford: No closer to consensus, SCOTUSBLOG, June 18, 2018 [link] 

Guest Blogger, PRAWFSBLAWG, Apr.–May 2018 [link]; Jan. 2013 [link] 

Senate Rules May Not Block Roy Moore, Law & Liberty, Liberty Fund, Nov. 15, 2017 [link] 

Guest, Tom Donnelly, The Debate Over President Trump’s Election Commission, We the People Podcast, 
National Constitution Center, Jul. 20, 2017 [link] 

Federal Power Over Elections and the Twenty-Fourth Amendment, National Constitution Center’s Interactive 
Constitution, 2017 [link] 

The Twenty-Fourth Amendment, National Constitution Center’s Interactive Constitution, 2017 (with 
Deborah N. Archer) [link] 

Guest, The Kobach fallout on election security, ELECTION LAW BLOG (Rick Hasen ed.), July 1, 2017 [link] 

When bar exam scores go low, discipline rates go high, DAILY JOURNAL, June 7, 2017 (with Rob Anderson IV) 

Speech Equality’s Crushing Weight, Law & Liberty, Liberty Fund, June 27, 2016 [link] 

The Case for More Money in Politics, Law & Liberty, Liberty Fund, June 2, 2016 [link] 

Guest, Who Decides If Ted Cruz Is Eligible to Be President?, ELECTION LAW BLOG (Rick Hasen ed.), Jan. 7, 
2016 [link] 

Guest, Jeffrey Rosen, Voting rights on trial in North Carolina, We the People Podcast, National Constitution 
Center, Jul. 22, 2015 [link] 

One Man, One Vote in Texas, Law & Liberty, Liberty Fund, May 29, 2015 [link] 

Guest, Oral Argument, Episode 61: Minimum Competence, May 15, 2015 [link] 

Kerr v. Hickenlooper: Exploring the Tenth Circuit’s Dubious Legal Reasoning, JURIST - Forum, Mar. 31, 2014 
[link] 

Book Review, TARA ROSS, ENLIGHTENED DEMOCRACY, Law & Liberty, Liberty Fund, Oct. 16, 2012 [link] 

What’s Really Going On in the NFL Head-Injury Lawsuit, Right Field, NATIONAL REVIEW ONLINE,  
June 7, 2012 [link] 

 

Teaching Experience 

Recipient, Award for Teaching Excellence, University of Iowa College of Law, 2021 

Recipient, Howard A. White Award for Teaching Excellence, Pepperdine University, 2018 

  

https://www.scotusblog.com/2020/04/symposium-leave-courts-out-of-presidential-elector-dispute/
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2019/07/54460/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2019/02/symposium-why-not-continue-the-political-struggle-in-partisan-gerrymandering-cases/
https://www.lawliberty.org/2018/12/20/diverging-supreme-court-trends-may-leave-some-conservatives-out-in-the-cold/
http://www.libertylawsite.org/2018/07/03/a-future-justice-kavanaugh-and-executive-privilege/
http://www.scotusblog.com/2018/06/symposium-no-closer-to-consensus/
http://prawfsblawg.blogs.com/prawfsblawg/2013/01/
http://www.libertylawsite.org/2017/11/15/senate-rules-may-not-block-roy-moore/
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/podcast-the-debate-over-president-trumps-election-commission
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxiv/federal-power-over-elections-and-twenty-fourth-amendment-by-derek-muller/interp/40
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxiv/the-twenty-fourth-amendment-by-deborah-archer-and-derek-muller/interp/40
http://electionlawblog.org/?p=93501
http://www.libertylawsite.org/liberty-forum/speech-equalitys-crushing-weight-derek-mullers-reply/
http://www.libertylawsite.org/liberty-forum/the-case-for-more-money-in-politics/
http://electionlawblog.org/?p=78791
http://nccpodcasts.podbean.com/e/voting-rights-on-trial-in-north-carolina/
http://www.libertylawsite.org/2015/05/29/one-man-one-vote-in-texas/
http://www.hydratext.com/oralargument/2015/5/15/episode-61-minimum-competence-guest-derek-muller
http://jurist.org/forum/2014/03/derek-muller-kerr-hicklenlooper.php
http://libertylawsite.org/book-review/tempering-faction-with-the-electoral-colleges-reasonable-majorities/
http://www.nationalreview.com/right-field/302137/what-s-really-going-nfl-head-injury-lawsuit-derek-t-muller
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Comparative Election Law (Spring 2026) 
Evidence (Fall 2025, Spring 2024, Fall 2022, Fall 2021, Summer 2020 x2, Spring 2020, Fall 2018 x2, 

Spring 2018, Fall 2016, Spring 2016, Fall 2014, Spring 2014) 
Civil Procedure (Fall 2025, Spring 2024, Spring 2021, Fall 2015, Fall 2013, Fall 2012, Fall 2010) 
Federal Courts (Spring 2025, Spring 2023, Spring 2022, Spring 2021, Fall 2017, Spring 2011) 
Election Law (Fall 2024, Fall 2022, Fall 2020, Fall 2017, Fall 2016, Fall 2014, Fall 2012) 
Legislative Redistricting Seminar (Fall 2021) 
Advanced Topics in Election Law (Spring 2020) 
Administrative Law (Spring 2018, Fall 2015) 
Complex Litigation (Spring 2017, Spring 2015, Fall 2013, Spring 2012) 
Civil Procedure II (Spring 2012) 
Civil Procedure I (Fall 2011) 
 

Education 
University of Notre Dame Law School, Juris Doctor, summa cum laude, 2007 
NOTRE DAME LAW REVIEW 
  Note Editor & Article Selection Committee, 2006–2007 
Dean’s Awards for highest grades in Business Associations and Election Law 

Hillsdale College, Bachelor of Arts in English, summa cum laude, 2004 
Honors Program graduate 
Senior Class Vice President 

 

Select Presentations 

Lecturer, “Voting Rights, Election Law and Judicial Power,” “Pizza, Pop, and Politics,” Klau Institute for 
Civil and Human Rights, University of Notre Dame, Nov. 20, 2025 

Presenter, “Ethical Considerations for Campaigns and Elections for Judges,” Alabama Judicial Education 
Conference, Montgomery, Ala., Nov. 19, 2025 

Panelist, “Fusion Voting in Context: Historical Roots to Today’s Courtrooms,” Parties, Power, and 
Possibility: Revisiting Fusion Voting in Wisconsin, University of Wisconsin, Nov. 14, 2025 

Lecturer, “Faith in Elections: Trust, Legitimacy, and the Sacred in American Elections,” Drummond 
Lecture, Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, Mich., Nov. 10, 2025 

Panelist, “Race and Redistricting: How Are We to Understand the VRA?”, Federalist Society National 
Lawyers Convention, Washington, D.C., Nov. 7, 2025 

Speaker, “Elections Under our Constitution: Contemporary Challenges,” Hope College, Holland, Mich., 
Oct 23, 2025 

Speaker, “Election Litigation Before an Originalist Court,” Lewis & Clark Law School Federalist Society 
Student Chapter, Oct. 21, 2025 

Speaker, “Ideology and Political Bias in Large Law Firms and Their Amicus Work,” Portland, Oregon 
Federalist Society Lawyers Chapter, Oct. 20, 2025 

Keynote, “Elections Under Our Constitution,” Constitution & Citizenship Day Lecture, Grace College, 
Winona Lake, Ind., Sept. 17, 2025 
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Debater Participant, “Originalism 101, a Debate: Which Originalism?”, Notre Dame Law School Federalist 
Society Student Chapter, Sept. 9, 2025 

Speaker, “The Race to End Race-Based Redistricting: How Repealing Section 2 of the VRA Would Impact 
Election,” University of Mississippi School of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept 3, 2025 

Webinar Participant, “Ethics or Ideology? Bar Associations and the Boundaries of Professional Discipline,” 
Federalist Society Professional Responsibility & Legal Education Practice Group, Aug. 27, 2025 

Presenter, “A Republic, If You Can Keep It: Election Reform & Competence in Government,” NYU Law 
School Federalist Society Student Chapter, Mar. 10, 2025 

Presenter, Bush v. Gore Election Law Conference, Florida State University College of Law, Feb. 28, 2025 

Presenter, “Courts and Democracy: Reflections on the 2024 Election,” Arnold Lecture, University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock, Feb. 20, 2025 

Panelist, “Election Law”, Mid-Winter Workshop for Judges of the Ninth Circuit, San Diego, Calif., Jan. 
28, 2025 

Speaker, “What to Watch For In 2024: Current Issues in Election Law,” Duquesne Kline School of Law 
Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 22, 2024 

Panelist, “Trump v. Anderson: Implications for 2024 and Beyond,” Loyola University Chicago School of 
Law, Oct. 17, 2024 

Panelist, “Dean’s Den,” Election Law and Voting Rights, Loyola Law School – Los Angeles, Oct. 10, 2024 

Panelist, “Finding Common Ground in Election Law,” Safeguarding Democracy Project, UCLA Law, Oct. 
9, 2024 

Panelist, “The United States Electoral College and Fair Elections,” Hammer Forum and Safeguarding 
Democracy Project at UCLA Law, Oct. 8, 2024 

Debate Participant, “From Biden to Harris: The Future of the Election System,” University of Arizona James 
E. Rogers College of Law American Constitution Society and Federalist Society Student Chapters, Sept. 
26, 2024 

Lecturer, “Voting Rights and Election Administration,” “Pizza, Pop, and Politics,” Klau Institute for Civil 
and Human Rights, University of Notre Dame, Sept. 23, 2024 

Presenter, “Indiana Election Law,” Indiana Judicial Association Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 
19, 2024 

Keynote, “Elections and Our Constitution’s Democracy,” Constitution Day Lecture, Baylor University, 
Sept. 17, 2024 

Panelist, “Election Law 2024—Looking Back; Looking Forward,” Tenth Circuit Bench & Bar Conference, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., Sept. 5, 2024 

Presenter, “Iowa Election Code 101,” Iowa County Attorney’s Association, Aug. 23, 2024 

Panelist, “Year in Review: Democracy Litigation in SCOTUS and the States,” State Democracy Research 
Initiative, University of Wisconsin Law School, July 11, 2024 

Panelist, “Presidents Beware: Investigations, Impeachment, Disqualification, and Prosecution,” Stanford 
Law School Constitutional Law Center, May 18, 2024 
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Panelist, “Building the Profession: Exploring the Path from Law School to Practice,” Annual Bar Admissions 
Conference, National Conference of Bar Examiners, Chicago, Ill., May 3, 2024 

Debate Participant, “Section 3 Debate,” University of Chicago Law School Federalist Society Student 
Chapter, Apr. 10, 2024 

Participant, “The Electoral College: What’s to be Done,” Ash Center for Democratic Governance and 
Innovation, Harvard Kennedy School, Apr. 4–5, 2024 

Panelist, “Trump v. Anderson: The Facts, the Law, and the What Comes Next,” American Bar Association 
Standing Committee on Election Law, Mar. 22, 2024 

Speaker, “Luncheon and Discussion with Prof. Derek Muller on Pro Bono Amicus Briefs and Biglaw,” 
Richmond Federalist Society Lawyers Chapter, Mar. 14, 2024 

Speaker, “Happy Hour and Discussion with Prof. Derek Muller on Pro Bono Amicus Briefs and Biglaw,” 
Northern Virginia Federalist Society Lawyers Chapter, Mar. 13, 2024 

Presenter, “Courthouse Steps Decision: Trump v. Anderson,” Federalist Society, Mar. 4, 2024 

Participant, “Scalia-Ginsburg Colloquy,” George Mason University Antonin Scalia Law School, Feb. 28, 
2024 

Speaker, “The Supreme Court’s Pending Decision in Trump v. Anderson,” Marquette University Law School 
Federalist Society Student Chapter, Feb. 28, 2024 

Speaker, “The Supreme Court’s Pending Decision in Trump v. Anderson,” Yale Law School Federalist Society 
Student Chapter, Feb. 26, 2024 

Moderator, “Courthouse Steps Preview: Trump v. Anderson,” Federalist Society, Feb. 7, 2024 

Speaker, “The Fourteenth Amendment Disqualification of Donald Trump,” University of Michigan Law 
School Federalist Society Student Chapter, Jan. 24, 2024 

Panelist, “Section 3, Insurrection, and the 2024 Election,” University of Minnesota Law School, Oct. 30, 
2023 

Speaker, “Election Day Preview: A Discussion of Current Federal Election Litigation,” Syracuse University 
College of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 25, 2023 

Speaker, “The Disqualification Clause & Elections: A Discussion on Section 3 of the 14th Amendment,” 
Cornell Law School Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 24, 2023 

Panelist, “The Law and Politics of Potentially Disqualifying Donald Trump from Running for President,” 
Safeguarding Democracy Project, UCLA Law School, Oct. 20, 2023 

Panelist, “Recent Developments in Election Law,” United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit 
Judicial Conference, Santa Fe, N.M., Sept 7, 2023 

Panelist, “U.S. Democracy and the Independent State Legislature Theory after the Supreme Court’s Moore 
v. Harper Decision,” Safeguarding Democracy Project, UCLA Law School, June 28, 2023 

Conference Discussant, More Parties, Better Parties, Stanford University, Apr. 12–14, 2023 

Panelist, “The Democratic Election Process: What Is Fair and Who Decides Fairness?,” 2023 Federalist 
Society National Student Symposium, Mar. 4, 2023 

Panelist, Election Law Symposium, SETON HALL LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL, Feb. 24, 2023 
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Faculty Workshop, “Election Subversion and Writs of Mandamus,” William & Mary Law School, 
Williamsburg, Va., Feb. 23, 2023 

Faculty Workshop, “Election Subversion and Writs of Mandamus,” The Ohio State University Moritz 
College of Law, Columbia, Ohio, Feb. 1, 2023 

Panelist, “Three Perspectives on the Independent State Legislature Doctrine – Moore v. Harper,” Ninth 
Annual Federalist Society Florida Chapter’s Conference, Feb. 4, 2023 

Moderator, “Federalism in Voting,” Section on Election Law, Association of American Law Schools Annual 
Meeting, San Diego, Calif., Jan. 6, 2023 

Panelist, “Election Law in Flux,” 24th Annual Federalist Society Faculty Conference, San Diego, Calif., Jan. 
5, 2023 

Presenter, “Iowa Election Code 101,” Iowa State Judiciary, Nov. 2, 2022 

Panelist, “Topics in Election Law,” Houston Bar Association President’s Speaker Series, Oct. 28, 2022 

Speaker, “Topics in Election Law, Iowa and Beyond” Drake Law School Federalist Society Student Chapter, 
Oct. 27, 2022 

Faculty Workshop, “Election Subversion and Writs of Mandamus,” University of Wisconsin Law School, 
Madison, Wisc., Oct. 26, 2022 

Debate Participant, “Voter Identification Laws,” North Dakota School of Law Federalist Society Student 
Chapter, Oct. 19, 2022 

Participant, Election Law Symposium, UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO LAW REVIEW, Oct. 14, 2022 

Participant, Election Law Symposium, UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE LAW REVIEW, Oct. 7, 2022 

Speaker, “Current Events in Election Law, from Texas to DC,” Ft. Worth Federalist Society Lawyers 
Chapter, Sept. 22, 2022 

Panelist, “What Is in Store for October Term 2022?”, Federalist Society Supreme Court Preview, 
Washington, D.C., Sept. 21, 2022 

Speaker, “Faith in Elections,” Kamm Memorial Lecture, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill., Sept. 14, 2022 

Panelist, “The Law of Democracy: Recent and Future Developments in Election Law,” North Carolina 
Federalist Society Lawyers Chapters Conference, Raleigh, N.C., Sept. 9, 2022 

Participant, “Moore v. Harper, the Independent State Legislature Theory, and Potential Threats to American 
Democracy,” UCLA Safeguarding Democracy Project, Aug. 25, 2022 

Panelist, “ABA Accreditation of Law Schools,” Tenth Annual Executive Branch Review Conference, 
Federalist Society for Law & Public Policy, May 3, 2022 

Speaker, “Redistricting in the 2020s,” University of North Carolina School of Law Federalist Society Student 
Chapter, Mar. 3, 2022 

Speaker, “Redistricting in the 2020s,” Duke University School of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, 
Mar. 2, 2022 

Participant, Symposium, Election Law, NOTRE DAME JOURNAL OF LAW, ETHICS, AND PUBLIC POLICY, Feb. 
11, 2022 

Participant, Symposium, Election Law, WAKE FOREST LAW REVIEW, Jan. 28, 2022 
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Panelist, “Protecting our Constitutional Democracy,” New York City Bar Association, Dec. 15, 2021 

Panelist, “Voting Rights Reform: A View of the US and Perspectives from Europe,” Kellogg Institute for 
International Studies, University of Notre Dame Law School, Dec. 7, 2021 

Discussant, “The Problem with Plurality-Winner Elections – And Can Requiring Majority Winners Help 
Save Democracy?”, The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law, Nov. 19, 2021 

Panelist, “The Future of the Franchise,” Eighth Circuit Judicial Conference, Colorado Springs, Colo., Oct. 
28, 2021 

Panelist, “Improving Presidential Elections,” Rebuilding Democracy and the Rule of Law,” Association of 
American Law Schools, May 7, 2021 

Participant, Symposium, GEORGIA LAW REVIEW, Mar. 26, 2021 

Participant, “The Impact of the 15th and the 19th Amendments on the 2020 Presidential Election: Voter 
Accessibilities Battle Against Voter Suppression,” LOUISIANA LAW REVIEW, Mar. 5, 2021 

Participant, “Toward Our 60th Presidential Election,” FORDHAM LAW REVIEW, Feb. 26, 2021 

Speaker, “Election Law Issues and the Electoral College from 2020 into the Future,” Indianapolis Lawyers 
Chapter, Nov. 16, 2020 

Panelist, “2020 Elections: The Good, the Bad, and the Unresolved,” Polk County Bar Association, Nov. 13, 
2020 

Speaker, “The Electoral College: Its History and a Defense,” University of Southern California Gould School 
of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Nov. 12, 2020 

Discussant, “Pending Election Litigation,” University of Iowa College of Law Faculty Roundtable, Nov. 2, 
2020 

Roundtable Discussant, “Pre-Election Virtual Roundtable,” The Ohio State University Moritz College of 
Law, Oct. 29, 2020 

Presenter, “Iowa Election Code 101,” Iowa State Judiciary, Oct. 30, 2020 

Speaker, “Voter IDs, Gerrymandering, and Political Questions,” University of Connecticut School of Law 
Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 28, 2020 

Debate Participant, “A Debate on the 2020 Election,” George Washington University Law School Federalist 
Society Student Chapter, Oct. 28, 2020 

Panelist, Cady Day, “Your Vote. Your Voice. Our Democracy.”, Iowa State Bar Association, Oct. 23, 2020 

Speaker, “Absentee Ballots and 2020 Election Controversies,” Hofstra University Maurice A. Deane School 
of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 21, 2020 

Participant, 37th Annual Jefferson B. Fordham Debate, “Can We End Partisan Gerrymandering?” 
University of Utah College of Law, Oct. 15, 2020 

Speaker, “The Electoral College,” Wake Forest Law School Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 20, 202 

Debate Participant, “Election Law Controversies in 2020,” Pepperdine University Rick J. Caruso School of 
Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 13, 2020 

Speaker, “The Electoral College: Its History and a Defense,” Columbia Law School Federalist Society 
Student Chapter, Oct. 5, 2020  
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Panelist, “What Does the Constitution Say About Voting?”, Constitutional Democracy Project, Chicago-
Kent College of Law, Sept. 17, 2020 

Faculty Workshop Presenter, “Ending Balancing Tests in Election Law,” University of Iowa College of Law, 
July 6, 2020 

Presenter, “Seinfeld Law: Evidence,” Yada Yada Law School, June 17, 2020 

Roundtable Participant, “What If the 2020 Presidential Election is Disputed?”, The Ohio State University 
Mortiz College of Law, May 4, 2020 

Panelist, “Electoral College: A Politically Plausible Fix,” The Hyatt Fund, Vanderbilt Law School, February 
21, 2020 

Faculty Workshop Presenter, “Weaponizing the Ballot,” University of Notre Dame Law School, Jan. 28, 
2020 

Speaker, “Weaponizing the Ballot,” Columbia Law School Federalist Society Student Chapter, Jan. 21, 2020 

Speaker, “The Electoral College, Its History, and Proposals for Reform,” Puget Sound Federalist Society 
Lawyers Chapter, Dec. 2, 2019 

Speaker, From Russia With Love: Foreign Interference in Federal Elections, University of Washington School 
of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Dec. 2, 2019 

Speaker, From Russia With Love: Foreign Interference in Federal Elections, University of Oregon School of 
Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 29, 2019 

Speaker, “The Electoral College, Its History, and Proposals for Reform,” Willamette University College of 
Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 28, 2019 

Panelist, “The Electoral College,” Harvard Law & Policy Review, Harvard Law School, Oct. 18–19, 2019 

Panelist, “Enduring Controversies in Election Law,” The Childress Symposium, ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY LAW 

JOURNAL, Oct. 10–11, 2019 

Speaker, “From Russia With Love: Foreign Interference in Federal Elections,” St. Louis University School 
of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 10, 2019 

Faculty Workshop Presenter, “Weaponizing the Ballot,” University of Missouri School of Law, Oct. 9, 2019 

Speaker, Partisan Gerrymandering and the Federal Courts, Seattle University School of Law Federalist Society 
Student Chapter, Sept. 30, 2019 

Participant, Roundtable & Workshop, Law’s Futures 2.0, Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, Chicago, 
Ill., Sept. 27, 2019  

Panelist, Supreme Court Preview, UCLA Hammer Forum, Los Angeles, Calif., Sept. 19, 2019 

Panelist, The Supreme Court: Term Review and a Look to the Horizon, The Claremont Institute, Chapman 
University Dale E. Fowler School of Law, Orange, Calif., Sept. 14, 2019 

Presenter, “Behind the Rankings,” LSAC Annual Meeting & Educational Conference, Boston, Mass., May 
30, 2019 

Presenter, “Weaponizing the Ballot,” PEP Talks Research Seminar, Pepperdine University, Malibu, Calif., 
Jan. 23, 2019 

Panelist, “Weaponizing the Ballot,” Seven Minute Works in Progress, 21st Annual Federalist Society Faculty 
Conference, New Orleans, La., Jan. 3, 2019 
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Panelist, Money in Politics, University of Southern California American Constitution Society Student 
Chapter, Oct. 22, 2018 

Panelist, 15th Annual Wiley A. Branton/HOWARD LAW JOURNAL Symposium, Howard University School 
of Law, Oct. 11, 2018 

Participant, Roundtable & Workshop, Law’s Futures: New Institutions for Legal Education, Claremont 
McKenna College, Claremont, Calif., Sept. 21, 2018 

Panelist, Courts v. Legislators: Who Prevents Redistricting Abuse, LA Law Library, Los Angeles, Calif., May 3, 
2018 

Speaker, Gerrymandering and Gill v. Whitford, University of Houston Federalist Society Student Chapter, 
Mar. 28, 2018 

Organizer & Moderator, Symposium, Federalism: Past, Present, and Future, PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY LAW 

REVIEW in conjunction with The Aspen Institute’s Justice & Society Program, Mar. 23, 2018 

Speaker, Gerrymandering: Supreme Court & A Redistricting Revolution, Seattle University Federalist Society 
Student Chapter, Mar. 21, 2018 

Panelist, “Voter Districts,” Voting in 2018 and Beyond: Ensuring Access and Accountability of the Ballot 
in America, HASTINGS CONSTITUTIONAL LAW QUARTERLY, Jan. 26, 2018 

Speaker, Gerrymandering and Gobbledygook: The Future of Wisconsin Redistricting After Gill v. Whitford, 
Milwaukee Federalist Society Lawyers Chapter, Dec. 7, 2017 

Faculty Workshop Presenter, “The Democracy Ratchet,” University of St. Thomas School of Law, Nov. 28, 
2017 

Presenter, “Weaponizing the Ballot,” Eighth Annual Constitutional Law Colloquium, Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law, Nov. 4, 2017 (paper accepted) 

Faculty Workshop Presenter, “The Democracy Ratchet,” University of Iowa College of Law, Nov. 2, 2017 

Research Roundtable Participant, “The First Amendment in the Regulatory State,” Center for the Study of 
the Administrative State, Antonin Scalia Law School, George Mason University, Oct. 27, 2017 

Faculty Workshop Presenter, “The Democracy Ratchet,” University of Notre Dame Law School, Oct. 5, 
2017 

Discussant, “Reforming the Presidential Nomination Process,” Southeastern Association of Law Schools 
Annual Meeting, Boca Raton, Fla., Aug. 3, 2017 

Panelist, “Supreme Court Term in Review,” Houston Federalist Society Lawyers Chapter, July 25, 2017 

Speaker, “A Calm After the Storm: Reflections on the Electoral College, Presidential Elections, and the 
Framers’ Constitution,” Hillsdale College Federalist Society Student Chapter, Apr. 20, 2017 

Debate Participant, “The Merits of the Electoral College,” University of Illinois College of Law Federalist 
Society Student Chapter, Apr. 19, 2017 

Moderator, “Religious Critiques of Lawyers and Legal Education,” Religious Critiques of the Law, Nootbaar 
Institute on Law, Religion, and Ethics Annual Conference, Pepperdine University School of Law, Mar. 
10, 2017 

Panelist, “Redistricting Reform: Mapping our Future,” Common Cause, Duke University Sanford School 
of Public Policy, Mar. 2–3, 2017 
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Moderator, “Judicial and Practitioner Perspectives on ADR,” Synergy: Flexibility as Key to a Successful ADR 
Practice, PEPPERDINE DISPUTE RESOLUTION LAW JOURNAL, Feb. 10, 2017 

Panelist, “Forty Years Later: The Brennan Article and State Constitutions,” Annual Western Chapters 
Conference, Federalist Society, Simi Valley, Calif., Jan. 28, 2017 

Faculty Workshop Presenter, “The Democracy Ratchet,” The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law, 
Jan. 25, 2017 

Panelist, “Lessons from the 2016 Elections (and Implications for the Future),” Section on Election Law, 
Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, San Francisco, Calif., Jan. 5, 2017 

Moderator, “Election Day Technology,” Election 2.016 Conference, Pepperdine University School of Public 
Policy, Oct. 14, 2016 

Presenter, “Election Law Forum,” FORDHAM LAW REVIEW, Sept. 30, 2016 (paper accepted) 

Speaker, “Three Ways the Electoral College Can Stop Trump and Clinton” 
The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept. 27, 2016 
University of Dayton School of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept. 28, 2016 
University of Cincinnati College of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept. 29, 2016 

Speaker, “From Adams v. Jefferson to Trump v. Clinton: Presidential Elections and the Framers’ 
Constitution,” Constitution Day, Westmont College, Santa Barbara, Calif., Sept. 19, 2016 

Panelist, “Election Law—Today and Beyond,” WASHBURN LAW JOURNAL, Feb. 25, 2016 

Panelist, “Election Law Issues in Texas,” Texas A&M University School of Law, Nov. 18, 2015 

Speaker, “The Three Texas Election Law Cases You Should Know About,” Dallas Federalist Society Lawyers 
Chapter, Nov. 18, 2015 

Panelist, “Campaign and Election Law,” Federal Election Commission, UCLA School of Law, Oct. 22, 2015 

Moderator, “Cutting Through the Thicket: Can We Untangle Redistricting for the Courts?,” Redistricting 
Reform: Mapping Our Future, Common Cause, George Washington University Law School, Oct. 7, 
2015 

Presenter, “Roundtable on the Voting Rights Act at 50,” Law & Political Process Study Group, American 
Political Science Association, Sept. 3-6, 2015 

Panelist & Moderator, “The Law of Democracy at a Crossroads: Reflecting on Fifty Years of Voting Rights 
and the Judicial Regulation of the Political Thicket,” FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW, Mar. 
28, 2015 

Commentator, Damon Root, OVERRULED: THE LONG WAR FOR CONTROL OF THE U.S. SUPREME COURT, 
Los Angeles Federalist Society Lawyers Chapter, Mar. 11, 2015 

Moderator, “Perspectives on Federal Power Under the Reconstruction Amendments,” Section on 
Constitutional Law, Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., Jan. 5, 
2015 

Panelist, “Virgin Islands Election Law: Emerging Issues and Overview” and “Federalism and the Courts of 
the U.S. Virgin Islands: From Erie to the Revised Organic Act to Superior Court Rule 7,” United States 
Virgin Islands Bar Association Annual Meeting & CLE Seminar, St. Thomas, V.I., Dec. 12, 2014 

Presenter, “Ballot Speech,” Fifth Annual Constitutional Law Colloquium, Loyola University Chicago School 
of Law, Nov. 7, 2014 (paper accepted) 
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Panelist, “Judicial Appointments vs. Judicial Elections vs. Mixed Systems,” American Constitution Society 
Southern California Regional Conference, Southwestern Law School, Oct. 26, 2014 

Speaker, “Isn’t Money Speech? Campaign Finance Law and the First Amendment,” University of New 
Mexico School of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Oct. 24, 2014 

Panelist, “Employment and Student Well-Being,” Religiously Affiliated Law Schools Conference, University 
of St. Thomas School of Law, Minneapolis, Minn., Sept. 19, 2014 

Speaker, “Can Texas Regulate Elections Again? The Voting Rights Act After Shelby County” 
University of Houston Law Center Federalist Society Student Chapter, Mar. 4, 2014 
South Texas College of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Mar. 4, 2014 

Moderator, “Liberalism, Post-Liberalism, and Law,” Love and Law, Nootbaar Institute on Law, Religion, 
and Ethics Annual Conference, Pepperdine University School of Law, Feb. 7, 2014 

Panelist, “Voting Rights Under Fire? The Value of a Vote Post-Shelby County,” Anti-Defamation League 
and the Orange County Bar Association, Newport Beach, Calif., Jan. 28, 2014 

Panelist, “From McReynolds to Shelby County and Beyond: Voting Rights and the Court,” Section on 
Legislation & Law of the Political Process, Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, New 
York, N.Y., Jan. 3, 2014 

Panelist, “Voting Rights Act,” Gender, Race, Identity & the Law in our Lives, California State University 
Northridge, Oct. 15, 2013 

Speaker, “Can States Regulate Elections Again? The Voting Rights Act After Shelby County” 
University of Notre Dame Law School Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept. 4, 2013 
Valparaiso University Law School Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept. 4, 2013 
Indiana University–Bloomington School of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept. 5, 2013 

Panelist, “Judicial Decisionmaking and Election Administration: The Role of the Courts in the 2012 
Election,” Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting, Palm Beach, Fla., Aug. 7, 2013 

Moderator, “Adoption Trends: Causes and Solutions,” Intercountry Adoption: Orphan Rescue or Child 
Trafficking?, Nootbaar Institute on Law, Religion, and Ethics Annual Conference, Pepperdine University 
School of Law, Feb. 8, 2013 

Speaker, “Aren’t Corporations People? Citizens United, Political Speech, and the First Amendment,” The 
Pennsylvania State University Dickinson School of Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Jan. 31, 2013 

Presenter, “Federalism and Constitutional Ballot Eligibility,” Third Annual Constitutional Law 
Colloquium, Loyola University Chicago School of Law, Nov. 2, 2012 (paper accepted) 

Speaker, “Is the Electoral College on Death’s Door?,” Wayne State University Federalist Society Student 
Chapter, Oct. 31, 2012 

Speaker, “Isn’t Money Speech? Election Law and the First Amendment,” University of Hawai’i School of 
Law Federalist Society Student Chapter, Sept. 24, 2012 

Panelist, Fourth Annual Aspiring Law Professors Conference, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, 
Arizona State University, Sept. 15, 2012 

Presenter, Young Election Law Scholars Workshop, Loyola Law School Los Angeles, Sept. 13, 2012 
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Panelist, “Concussion in Sports and Complex Litigation,” The Dark Side of Entertainment and Sports Law, 
TEXAS REVIEW OF ENTERTAINMENT & SPORTS LAW, The University of Texas School of Law, Sept. 7, 
2012 

Moderator, “Who Should Influence Whom?,” The Competing Claims of Law and Religion, Nootbaar 
Institute on Law, Religion, and Ethics Annual Conference, Pepperdine University School of Law, Feb. 
24, 2012 

Panelist, “WikiLeaks: International Implications,” Graduate Student Forum, College of Communications, 
The Pennsylvania State University, Jan. 26, 2011 

 

Other Experience 

Legal Intern, Blackstone Fellow, Summer 2005 
Center for Arizona Policy, Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Court Clerk, Summers & Winters 2000–2004 
44th District Court of the State of Michigan, Royal Oak, Mich. 

Kitchen Worker, Summers 1998–1999  
Caesarland, Little Caesar’s Pizza, Clawson, Mich. 

 

Professional Service and Bar Admission 

Bar of the State of Illinois, 2021–present (inactive), 2007–2020 (active), no. 6294488 

Bar of the State of Iowa, 2024–present (inactive), 2021–2024 (active), no. AT0014594 

Member, American Law Institute, 2023–present 

Honoree, All-Faculty Team, University of Notre Dame, Nov. 22, 2025 

Iowa State Judicial Nominating Commission, Mar.–July 2021, May–July 2022 

Iowa Rules of Evidence Substantive Review Task Force, Iowa Supreme Court, Aug. 2021–May 2023 

Section on Election Law, Association of American Law Schools 
Executive Board, 2017–2023 
Chair, 2022 

Section on Constitutional Law, Association of American Law Schools 
Executive Board, 2012–2016 
Co-Chair, 2014 

Johnson County, Iowa Recount Board Member for the Second Congressional District Election Recount, 
Nov. 17-24, 2020 

Judging Panelist 
Common Cause Democracy Prize Competition, Spring 2015 & 2016 

Peer Consult/Review 
JOURNAL OF EMPIRICAL LEGAL STUDIES, Summer 2024 
LYNNE RIENNER PUBLISHERS, Spring 2024 
ELECTION LAW JOURNAL, Spring 2024 
YALE LAW JOURNAL, Spring 2024, Spring 2023, Spring 2018 
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STANFORD LAW REVIEW, Summer 2021 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Fall 2018 
JOURNAL OF POLITICS, Summer 2014 

Advisor, PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW, 2012–2013 

Advisory Board, Safeguarding Democracy Project, UCLA, 2022–present 

University of Notre Dame Law School 

Chair, Faculty Committee on Career Services, 2024–present 
Vice-Chair, Committee on Appointments, 2024–2026 
Admissions Committee, 2023–2025 
Legal Writing Task Force, 2023–2024 

University of Iowa College of Law 

Faculty Advisor, Christian Legal Society, 2021–2023 
Faculty Teaching Review Committee, 2020–2023 
Internal Procedures Committee, 2020–2021, 2022–2023 
Chair, College of Law University Self-Study Committee, 2021–2022 
  Coordinated five subcommittees to develop self-study report for the University 
Faculty Tenure Review Committee, 2021–2022 
Judicial Clerkship Committee, 2020–2021 
Intellectual Life Committee, 2020–2021 

Pepperdine University, Rick J. Caruso School of Law 

Judicial Clerkship Committee, 2013–2019 
Faculty Advisor, Habeas Ludus (student tabletop game club), 2015–2019 
Chair, Faculty Appointments Committee, 2018–2019 
Director of Institutional Data Analytics, 2018–2019 
Assistant Dean of Career Development Search Committee, 2018 
Academic Standards Committee, 2011–2012, 2017–2018 
Dean Search Committee, 2016–2017 
Faculty Resources & Cost Impact Evaluation Committee, 2016–2017 
Spiritual Formation Committee, 2013–2017 
Academic Dismissal Hearing Committee, 2016 
Curriculum Committee, 2012–2013, 2014–2016 
Sustainability & Enrollment Task Force, 2015–2016 
Bar Exam Data Analytics Task Force, 2015 
Faculty Resources Committee, 2013–2014 
Veterans Recruitment Task Force, 2012–2013 
Benediction offered as a part of platform party at commencement, May 15, 2015 

Data & Metrics Reports and Presentations 
Relationship Between Incoming Student Predictors, Course Selection, and Bar Exam Performance 
(customized evaluation and data visualizations of internal metrics, including law student predictors, law 
student law grade point averages, bar exam performance, course-specific performance, bar exam content 
performance, and bar exam component performance) 
 Pepperdine Law Administration, draft report circulated Jan. 2019 
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 Bar Exam Empirical Data (customized evaluation and data visualizations of internal metrics, including 
enrollment trends, school-wide bar passage data, historic bar pass data, local and national bar passage 
trends, and course content and coverage) 
 Pepperdine Law Board of Visitors, Feb. 2016 
 Pepperdine Law Faculty, Dec. 2015 

 Sustainability & Enrollment Task Force Report (customized evaluation and data visualizations of internal 
metrics, including admissions projections, scholarship trends, legal education market demand, and 
tuition projections) 
 Pepperdine Law Faculty, Aug. 2015 

 Challenges and Opportunities Facing Pepperdine University School of Law (customized evaluation and data 
visualizations of internal metrics, including admissions strategies, bar passage rates, and employment 
outcomes) 
 Pepperdine Law Board of Visitors, Mar. 2015 
 Pepperdine Law Faculty, Jan. 2015 
 Pepperdine Law Dean’s Meeting, Dec. 2014 

The Federalist Society for Law & Public Policy Studies 
Executive Committee, Election Law Practice Group, 2025–present 
Executive Committee, Free Speech & Election Law Practice Group, 2016–2025 
Member, 2004–present 

Hillsdale College Alumni Executive Board, 2012–2014 
Career Development Committee, 2012–2014 

Certificate, Data Visualization and Infographics with D3 (non-credit online course completed Apr. 26, 
2015, through the Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas, the University of Texas at Austin) 

 

Personal 

Soccer Coaching Experience 
Iowa City Kickers, Head coach, Fall 2022 & Spring 2023, 3d/4th Grade Girls team: Yellowjackets 
Iowa City Kickers, Head coach, Fall 2021 & Spring 2022, 3d/4th Grade Girls team: Teal Tigers 
Iowa City Kickers, Assistant coach, Spring 2021, Second Grade Co-ed team 
AYSO Malibu, Calif., Head coach, Fall 2016, Under-6 Co-ed team: Jaguars 
AYSO Thousand Oaks, Calif., Head coach, Fall 2015, Under-7 Girls team: Mighty Grapes 
AYSO Thousand Oaks, Calif., Head coach, Fall 2014, Under-6 Girls team: Sunshine Lollipops 
AYSO Thousand Oaks, Calif., Head coach, Fall 2013, Under-7 Boys team: Electric Pirates 

Native of Royal Oak, Mich.; valedictorian, Shrine Catholic High School (2000) 

Member, Redeemer Church, Niles, Mich., 2025–present 
Previous memberships: 
Parkview Church, Evangelical Free Church of America, Iowa City, Ia., 2021–2025 
Pacific Crossroads Church, Presbyterian Church in America, Santa Monica, Calif., 2016–2021 
Holy Trinity Church, Chicago, Ill., 2008–2016 
Troy Christian Chapel, Troy, Mich., 2000–2008 

Officer, Board of Directors, The Oaks Christian Academy, South Bend, Ind., 2025–present 
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Interests: Italian cooking and sausage-making, running, Romantic period poetry, Notre Dame football, 
tabletop games 

 

Profiles

Faculty bio 

Faculty media bio 

Google Scholar 

Hein Online 

LinkedIn 

ORCID 

Scopus 

SSRN 

https://law.nd.edu/directory/derek-muller/
https://news.nd.edu/people/derek-muller/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=PSynZNoAAAAJ&hl=en
https://heinonline.org/HOL/AuthorProfile?collection=journals&search_name=Muller,%20Derek%20Thomas&base=js
https://www.linkedin.com/in/derekmuller/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9016-947X
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=56784938900
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=464341

