
Latter-day Saint Charities and Catholic humanitarian relief organizations 
have had a long-standing partnership for more than 35 years. 

Collaborative efforts between Catholic organizations and Latter-day Saint Charities since 1985   

These partnerships build on a commitment to the two great commandments expressed by the Savior Jesus Christ—to 
love God and love our neighbor—and to the shared values of faith and action to produce real results. Together we 
aim to serve God’s children of any race, political background, or faith, wherever there is need. 

Partnerships
Both organizations rely on partnerships with networks of local, regional and global organizations to achieve 
outcomes. Each organization partners annually with approximately 2,000 partners in more than 115 countries.

Since 2016, a unique partnership has developed around Catholic Community Services’ mission as an official refugee 
resettlement agency of the United States government. Latter-day Saint Charities provides consistent cash support 
toward refugee case management and works side by side with 30 local Catholic Community Services offices around 
the country to offer groceries, household furniture and goods, legal clinics, English-language instruction, thrift-store 
vouchers, and volunteer support from the platform JustServe. Other partnerships with Caritas in many European 
countries have created welcome centers, sports programs, local-language instruction, and emergency support for 
migrants and refugees since 2014. 
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Latter-day Saint Charities was established in response to the 
severe drought and famine that struck the horn of Africa in 
1984–85. As an expression of faith and solidarity, members 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints fasted 
and then donated what they would have spent on food for 
famine relief. Latter-day Saint Charities’ work with Catholic 
Relief Services was its first partnership developed in Ethiopia 
to help administer this relief. Emergency feeding stations 
and child nutrition projects were developed, and longer-term 
water catchment and livelihood restoration efforts continued 
for many years. This was just the beginning of a 36-year 
partnership that cooperated on more than 210 projects in 
59 countries.

A more recent example is pastoralist communities in Kenya that lost nearly all their sheep, goats, and cattle to 
drought. This loss threatened the community’s way of life. Latter-day Saint Charities and Catholic Relief Services 
worked to supply the farmers with new livestock, enabling families to grow their herds once more and ensuring food 
security for families in need. 

Caption: Women weaving palm leashes for their new goats. (Photo by Nancy McNally/CRS) 

Caption: School is more than a place—it’s the heart of a community.  (Photos by CRS Staff/Iraq)
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Food and Livestock Programs 

Other major efforts with Caritas and Catholic Relief Services have been established to support education, create 
gardens and clean-water sources at schools, restore buildings, and train teachers—especially in places affected by 
conflict. This makes a way for an entire generation to remain in school and catch up to their grade level so they are 
not left behind. This example from Iraq is the Ibn Alebry Seryane School, which was badly damaged during occupation 
by the Islamic State. Thanks to a partnership between Latter-day Saint Charities and Catholic Relief Services in 2019, 
the building has been rehabilitated for students.

Educational Support


