
Short Forms in Footnotes

Type of Authority id. Other Short Forms

Cases id.

id. at 563.

Id. at 635 (Jackson, J., 
concurring).

Rule 10.9
Use short form when citing a case 
that:

- is already cited in the same 
footnote, or

- is cited in a manner such that it 
can be readily found in one of the 
preceding five footnotes.

Short forms:

United States v. Martinez-
Fuerte, 428 U.S.  at 550.

or

Martinez-Fuerte, 428 U.S. at 
550.

or

428 U.S. at 550.

Use id. in subsequent references to the immediately preceding authority:
- In the same footnote, or

- In the immediately preceding footnote when that footnote references only one authority. 
(Rule 4.1) (Authorities in parentheticals, explanatory phrases, or prior/subsequent 
history are ignored for purposes of this rule. In other words, id. can be used in a 
subsequent cite to Tuten in the following example; Tuten v. United States, 460 U.S. 
660, 663 (1983) (quoting Ralston v. Robinson, 454 U.S. 201, 206 (1981)).

- If the preceding authority refers to a shorter work within a larger work, don’t use id. in 
a subsequent cite to the larger source.

- Indicate if anything, such as the page number, varies from the original citation.

If id. cannot be used:
- Consult the third column in the chart below for the type of authority being referenced.

- If supra can be used:
- Use author’s last name, followed by a comma and the word supra.
- If no author is listed, use title of the work.
- If the full citation is in a previous footnote, indicate the footnote by number.
- Include any references after the supra that vary from the former cite. See 
chart for examples.

- If supra would be cumbersome or confusing, use “hereinafter” with the full cite to establish a 
specialized short form (see “hearings” listed below for an example).

- See Rule 4.2 and others as noted below.



Statutes id.

id. § 1981.

Rule 12.10
Use short form if:

-The statute is already cited in the 
same footnote,

or,

- The statute is cited in a manner 
such that it can be readily found in 
one of the preceding five 
footnotes.

Named Statute

Full form: 

Administrative Procedure Act §
1, 5 U.S.C. § 551 (1994).

Short forms:

§ 1

or

5 U.S.C. § 551

or

Administrative Procedure Act §
1.

U.S. Code provision

Full form:

42 U.S.C. § 1983 (2000).

Short forms:

42 U.S.C. § 1983

or

§ 1983

Session Law

Full form:

National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969, Pub. L. No. 91-
190, § 102, 83 Stat. 852 
(1970).

Short forms:

§ 102

or

National Environmental Policy 
Act § 102

or

§ 102, 83 Stat. 852.

Constitutions id. Rule 11

No other short forms available



Legislative bills, 
committee reports, 
documents

id. Rule 13.8

Use short form if:

- already cited in the same 
footnote,

or,

- already cited in a manner 
such that it can be readily 
found in one of the preceding 
five footnotes.

Unenacted bill

Full form:

H.R. 3055, 94th Cong. (1976).

Short form: H.R. 3055

Federal Report

Full form:

H.R. Rep. No. 92-98 (1971)

Short form:

H.R. Rep. No. 92-98

Federal Document

Full form:

H.R. Doc. No. 94-208 (1975).

Short form:

H.R. Doc. No. 94-208

Leg. committee hearings id. Rule 4.2

Full form:
33Proposed Amendments to 
the Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure: Hearings Before 
the Subcomm. on Criminal 
Justice of the House Comm. 
on the Judiciary, 95th Cong. 
92-93 (1977) [hereinafter  
Hearings] (testimony of Prof. 
Wayne LaFave).

Short form:

Hearings, supra note 33.



Treaties id. Rule 21.16

Full form:

Convention for the Avoidance 
of Double Taxation, Nov. 24, 
1978, U.S.-Fr., 32 U.S.T. 1935.

Short forms:

Convention for the Avoidance 
of Double Taxation, supra note 
6, at 25.

or

Use hereinafter per Rule 
4.2(b).

Regulations id. Rule 14.4
Use short form if:

- already cited in the same 
footnote,

or,

-already cited in a manner such 
that it can be readily found in one 
of the preceding five footnotes or 
same general textual discussion.

Full form:

FTC Credit Practices Rule, 16 
C.F.R. § 444(2000).

Short forms:

16 C.F.R. § 444

or

§ 444

Full form:

Importation of Fruits and 
Vegetables, 60 Fed. Reg. 
50,379, 50,381 (Sept. 29, 
1995) (to be codified at 16 
C.F.R. pt 300).

Short form:

Importation of Fruits and 
Vegetables, 60 Fed. Reg. at 
50, 381.



Books (treatises) id.

id. § 213.

Rule 4

Full form:

4 Richard R. Powell, Powell on 
Real Property ¶ 513[3], at 41-142 
(Patrick J. Rohan ed., 1995).

Short form:

2 Powell, supra note 6, ¶ 203, at 
20-17.

When referring to a source that is 
a collection of works, use supra to 
reference (Rule 15.10.1):

-The larger work after earlier citing 
to one of the shorter works. Use 
the title of the collection instead of 
an author in the supra reference.

-A different shorter work than what 
was cited previously.

Articles id.

id. at 3437.

Rule 16.9

Short form:

Ackerman, supra note 5, at 1425.



Unpublished and nonprint
resources;

Electronic Media

Foreign Materials
Follow short forms analogous to 
domestic cases, constitutions, 
statutes, and periodicals.

id.

id.

Unpublished and forthcoming: 
Rule 17.4
-Use Id. and supra substituting the 
name of the source in place of an 
author when no author is listed,

- Enclose a page citation to the 
manuscript version of a 
forthcoming publication in 
parentheses. E.g., Oetken, supra
note 2 (manuscript at 15).

Electronic Media: Rule 18.7

Commercial Electronic 
database (Rule 18.7(a)):

Use a unique identifier  if 
assigned.

Full form:

Clark v. Homrighous, No. 
CIV.A.90-1380-T, 1991 WL 
55402, at *3 (D. Kan. Apr. 10, 
1991).

Short form:

Clark, 1991 WL 55402, at *2.

CD-ROM & microform (Rule 
18.7(b)):

Use form appropriate for the 
original document.

Internet (Rule 18.7 (c)):

Use form appropriate for the 
original document; also include 
the URL.

Films, broadcasts, & audio 
recordings (Rule 18.7(d)):

Use supra.

Rule 20.7
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