
CITING ANNOTATED CODES IN PRINT 
(What do I use for the date?) 
 
Generally 
The date you use in the parentheses of a statutory code citation signals the reader where to go to read 
the entire text of the code section. Is the text of the section solely in the bound volume? Or is part of the 
section amended in the pocket part? Or is the code section entirely re-written as amended in the pocket 
part? 
 
Where does the reader have to go to read the code section as amended? 
 
a. Bound volume only  
If the entire text of the statute is found only in the bound volume (no amendment in the pocket part), cite it 
as:   
 
 20 U.S.C.S. § 102 (LexisNexis 1992). 
          | 
               Date of bound volume 
 
b. Bound volume and pocket part  
If the text of the statute appears in the bound volume but is partially amended in the pocket part, signal 
the reader by citing in the parentheses the dates of both the bound volume and the pocket part. 
 
 18 U.S.C.S. § 510 (LexisNexis 1996 & Supp. 2016). 
                     |                      | 
                                          Date of bound vol.          Date of pocket part 
                                                                          "Supp." = pocket part  
                                                                     
How do you know if the code section is only partially amended in the pocket part? See if any subsections 
in the pocket part have a bracketed note “[Unchanged].” If so, then the reader must put together the entire 
amended code section from:1) the changed subsections in the pocket part, and 2) the unchanged 
subsections in the bound volume. 
 
Example: Here is a page from the pocket part of the USCS volume for title 18 USCS section 510. 
 

Pocket part—The bracketed insert “[Unchanged]" indicates that (a) is unchanged from the bound 
volume. So, to read the entire text of § 510 as amended, the reader would need to consult both the 
bound (main) volume and the pocket part. 
 

§ 510. Forging endorsements on Treasury checks or bonds or securities of the United States 

(a)  [Unchanged] 

(b) Whoever, with knowledge that such Treasury check or bond or security of the United states is stolen or bears a falsely made or 
forged endorsement or signature buys, sells, exchanges, receives, delivers, retains, or conceals any such Treasury check or bond or 
security of the United States shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 

(c) If the face value of the Treasury check or bond or security of the United States or the aggregate face value, if more than one 
Treasury check or bond or security of the United States, does not exceed $1,000, in any of the above-mentioned offenses, the penalty 
shall be a fine under this title or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 

(As amended Oct. 11, 1996, P.L. 104-294, Title VI, §§ 602(e), 605(a), 110 Stat. 3503, 3511; Nov. 2, 2002, P. L. 107-273, Div B, Title IV, § 
4002(a)(1), 116 Stat. 1806.) 



c. Pocket part only  
If the entire text of the statute is found only in the pocket part, cite only to “Supp.” and the date of the 
pocket part.   
 
How do you know if the text in the pocket part totally replaces the text of the section in the bound 
volume or simply partially amends it? If there is no bracketed “[Unchanged],” then you may assume 
that the pocket part text is the complete amended code section. 
 
 18 U.S.C.S. § 665 (LexisNexis Supp. 2016). 
                          | 
                        “Supp." = pocket part (with pocket part date)  
 
d. Quarterly supplement  
If a statutory change appears in a quarterly supplement, cite it to the “Supp” with the month and year.  
(The month distinguishes a quarterly supplement from a pocket part.) 
 
 18 U.S.C.S. § 1832 (LexisNexis 2010 & Supp. 2016 & Supp. July 2016). 
                    |                 |  | 
   Date of bound volume   “Supp.” = pocket part      | 
           (with pocket part date) | 
         | 
       “Supp.” with month and year indicates  

                                                          quarterly supplement 
 
e. Amended in legislative service 
If a code section is amended by a session law found only in a legislative service pamphlet, cite it as: 
 

33 U.S.C.S. § 1330 (LexisNexis 2010), as amended by An Act to Amend the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to Reauthorize the National Estuary 
Program, and for Other Purposes, Pub. L. No. 114-162, 130 Stat. 409 (2016).  
  

 
NOTE: The publisher designation appears in the parentheses—regardless of which date is used. For 
U.S.C.S., use "LexisNexis." If using a state code, consult T.1 of the Bluebook and use whatever 
abbreviation for the publisher is listed under "Statutory Compilations" for your state. 
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